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Smriti, 39 univ VCs to draw
“hew vision for higher edu
Rudderless UGC

To Brainstorm

In Chandigarh

For Two Days
Akshaya.Mukul@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: HRD minister
Smriti Z Irani will be in a re-
treat with vice-chancellors of
39 central universities in Chan-
digarh for two days, September
12-13, to discuss ministry’s new
vision on higher education,
take stock of their
function and prepare
theroad ahead.

Irani already had
similar interactions
with directors of IITs
and ITMs. The minis-
ter is likely to stress
on greater synergy
between higher and
school education.

Smiriti Irani

Parliament. Pathan’s report
anddraftbill was unanimously
criticized within the HRD min-
istry last year: It was felt that
the proposed legislation will
not only take away the histori-
cal charaeter of many univer-
sities but will also compromise
theirautonomy. The bill was al-
so criticized for proposing a te-
dious process of governance.
For instance, it had said the of-
fice of chancellor should be
abolished and replaced by a
Council of VCs (CVCs) to be
headed by HRD minister. It had
alsosuggested asepa-
rate recruitment bo-
ard for appointment
| of teachers and non-
| academic staff in
| centraluniversities.
! The  ministry
will also impress
gl VCs about the need
- to get accreditation
‘from National As-

One of the key is-
sues to be discussed will be the
report by the AM Pathan com-
mittee that had prepared a sin-
glelegislation togovern all cen-
tral universities. Currently
each central university is gov-
erned by its own Act passed by

sessment and Ac-
creditation Council. Sources
said, when it comes to quality,
central universities cannot
begettingdifferent treatment
than private universities.
For thefullreport, logon
to www.timesofindia.com

- worries review panel

Akshaya. Mukul@timesgroup.com tion. It should not be a mind-

New Delhi: In the first meet-
ing of the UGC’s Review
Committee the overwhelm-
ing view was that the regula-
tor is facing a leadership cri-
sis for the past one decade or
so0. The Committee headed by
former UGC chairperson
Hari Gautam met on Friday
and Saturday and heard
stakeholders, educationists,
vice-chancellors and even se-
nior staff of the University
Grants Commission (UGC).
The idea of having an
overarchingregulatorybody
like the National Commis-

sion for Higher Education

Research proposed during
the UPAIIdid notfind favour.

One member of the com-
mittee said, “UGC is facing
crisis at various levels. Res-
tructuring of the Commis-
sion should be done keeping
in mind what ails the institu-

less exercise.” On the first
day of the meeting there was
unanimity that UGC's regu-
latory mechanism needs to
be revisited and a new dy-

‘namic system should be put

in place. Many also pointed
out that UGC is not able to
cope with the Tast-changing
scenario of higher educa-
tion, especially the manner
in which private, state and
deemed universities are
mushrooming. “UGC should
be strengthened to regulate
private and deemed univer-
sities. Current process is ve-
ry lengthy,” he said. One sug-
gestion was that the number
of UGC members should be
increased and they should be
given permanentstatus. -
On Saturday, many invitees
said UGC’sfailure is because of
theleadership ithasgot. |
Forthefullreport, logonto
www.timesofindia.com
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Now, it's must for
scientists to teach
at colleges, schools

EXPRESS NEW SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 8

SCIENTISTS at all publicly-
funded research institutions
have been told by the govern-
ment that it would be compul-
sory for them to teach at the
undergraduate-level or even
atschools while pursuing their
researchwork.

Science and Technology
Minister Jitendra Singh said
that scientists would have to
take aminimum of 12 hours of
lectures at schools or colleges in
an academic year. This extra
work would not entitle the sci-
entists to any extra remunera-
tion or benefits, he said.

The minister, while re-
leasing the 100-day report
card of his ministry, said this
had been done to ensure that
the scientific community

comes out of the confines of
their laboratories “to serve the
society in a wider capacity”.
He said this would also ad-
dress the problem of shortage
of good science teachers.
This teaching programme
would be reviewed for its im-
plementation after the end of
one year, and the perform-
ance of the scheme would be

‘evaluated after three years.

The scientific institutions
have been asked to design
teaching programmes for
their researchers and get it rat-
ified by their respective gov-
erning bodies. Singh said the
scientificcommunity does not
always have enough opportu-
nities to interact with students
in a structured manner, and
this programme would let
them get involved with stu-
dents at all levels.
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GATE scores will now be valid for up to three
years. Students at IIT Delhi (right and above)

The new GATE will
provide aspirants
with more flexible
work-study plans

By Education Mail Bureau

REEDOM and flexibility
beckon applicants of GATE
2015 — the aptitude test in
engineering that enables grad-
uates to pursue er study
options or take up jobs in the
public sector.
The scores of the test will now be valid for
three years, instead of two. This means
B.Tech uates can gain more work experi-

ence before for an M.Tech,
:f'xr by t ‘h? ttin, g‘j?,‘.‘;,“‘ et 5 52 Abhmt requir licating a compu
eir prospects of ge says es re| <
wl;ncxtf,dN‘gc d T cbofl coaching service tre _I{gutrg ora‘sf‘-ux: Plper
and Indian a sel cen says. e ¢
Corporation, where vacancies in the newly formed state of based test the same can be done
sometimes open m;x after two on the question itself. But
years. A ofW,000isalso  However, wlth GATE going on a computer, it requires prac-
g:ento GATE qualifiers by entirely online, it is not a gos tice,” says Chaudhari.
Ministry of Resource idea to take the Yet another challenge would be
t. “A lot of practice is with to making calcula-
“By lnﬂ%he needed to familiarise tions during the exam. GATE
“‘Wzd the oneuzll with a tc:;x:: 2015 will n.?t :lll‘gw stnl‘ng;x;ts‘ l';:
score to three years, r-based carry a calc or
the IITs want to RN "<2ys Chaudbari ‘A examination hall and they will
encourage even submitting appli- peculiar problem  have to rely on uden-
work'ma, &r&fu— cation forms for that can arise in tific calculator md
slonals Ul GATE 2015 is October 1 orineverion _ orgaisers. B Lhen USE s v

M.Tech courses,

the
might be while

’-u.mmuuuuv
FINDS STUDENT FAVOUR

tualcnlcmnmrismenthebdu-

The interdisaplman/
approach followed I;?
newly inaugurated K.R. Man-
galam University, Gurgaon, is
beainn!ng to gain angopulaﬂty

allkengwﬂh its multi-pronged
a hands-on learni

oach, acco'rding a
s atermmt sued by the uni-
versity. The university,
started last year, ensures

IEI

P-24

mj

acliupafticlpaumﬁombothstw
dents and faculty members in
national and international events
and seminars on relevant issues,
the statement said.

need to do is press ‘sin’ and then
enter the value ‘30, but soina
virtual calculator will result.
Bm have to enter ‘30" first

select ‘sin’ to get the result.

;

the . The manage-
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So a student needs to practice a lot

using virtual ealculators. Download-

ing scientific calculator app from

Google is 'aumgood option to gain the
ice,

re P

Held jointly by the Indian Institute
of Science, Bangalore, and seven
Indian Institutes of Technology,
GATE will be conducted by IIT
e test will run from Janu-

as

submimng the applicauon form is

ctober . The application fee for

and OBC ca ry students

ﬂ ,500 and for fe and SC/ST
ents, the amount is T750.
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